Last meeting until the Year 2000 
Gi Astra to meet in Lexington 


The @b Astra per Aspera Society of the Augusta Military Academy will meet 
in Lexington, Virginia on the weekend of October 4-5, the last assembly of the 
AMA honor society until at least the Year 2000. 

Harry May, ‘47, is Chairman of the Reunion, and said, “we are pleased that we can 
meet in a town so important in the life of Colonel Roller, who founded the Society 71 years 
ago. VMI and AMA have much in common. The ‘Big Boy’ graduated from the Institute in 
1901, and Big Barracks was modeled 
on the buildings at VMI.” 

Moody Hall dinner 

May anbineed that the Saturday ab Astra per Aspera 
night banquet will be held in historic B 
Moody Hall on the VMI campus. Head- 
quarters for the reunion will be the new 
Inn at Hunt Ridge, on the outskirts of 
Lexington, one of the most charming 
and historic towns in all of America - 
the Williamsburg of Western Virginia 
Generals Washington, Lee, “Stonewall” 
Jackson, and Marshall all have connec- 
tions to Lexington, and Lee and 


Jackson are buried there. Lee's office, LEXING TON 
as he left it just before he died, is on 
the campus of Washington and Lee, 
where Lee was President after the Civil V I R G if N I A 


War. Jackson's home is open to the 
public. Marshall, Chief of Staff in World 
War Il, and later, Secretary of State, is 
honored in a museum at VMI, which includes his Nobel prize. Washington gave the initial 
sum to found Washington College, from which Washington and Lee University sprang. 
Activities planned 

May said that attendees may decide to visit Fort Defiance, to tour the famous Natural 

Bridge of Virginia, golf, shop, or sightsee. An antique mall, with nearly 200 stalls, is located 
(continued on page 7) 


Board meets October 5 in Lexington 


AMA Alumni Association President Gary Nicholson, ‘70, has announced the next 
Board meeting will take place on Saturday, October 5 at 10 AM, at the Inn at Hunt 
Ridge in Lexington. The 4b Astra Reunion will take place at the same facility that weekend. 

“As always,” said Nicholson, “all alumni are invited to attend the board meeting. Since 
many board members are & Astras, we thought it would be convenient to have the Fall 
board meeting in concert with the other meeting.” 

The board meeting will begin at 10 AM Saturday, and is expected to adjourn by Noon 
Any board member who is not an @d Astra, and who wishes 
to attend the Saturday night banquet, should notify Ed 
Click, P.O. Box 101, Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101. Phone 
540/248-0507. Cost is $25 per person. INSIDE 

Board members requiring overnight accommodations can JACK MANCH 
call the Inn on a toll free number - 1/800/464-1501. Mention Twice, a Hero 
@d Astra to get the special rates - $72.95 for single PAGE 5 
occupancy, and $76.95 for double occupancy. 
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Dear Fellow Alumnus: 


| recently received a letter from Steven Traylor, ‘72, which accompanied a nice contribution to the Alumni Associ- 
ation. Steve said, “The amount enclosed is a paltry sum considering what The Bayonet means to me when it arrives 
in the mail.” He went on to say that he had talked with Tommy Simmons, ‘53, at the May reunion, and learned what 
it cost to publish and mail The Bayonet each year. “We could not save the school; let's not lose The Bayonet.” 

Steve's letter tracks what many other Augusta boys have been saying. A number of alumni have told me that they 
can't wait to read every page and every item in every issue. When one area alumnus heard that his neighbor had 
gotten his Bayonet, he was immediately in touch with us to see what had happened to his copy. (Happily, it turned 
up in the next day's mail) 

The Alumni Association has just three major programs: ©The Bayonet and the Locator Project to keep the mailing 
addresses current; @ the AMA Legacy Scholarship Program; and @ the VMI Scholarship Program. Only the VMI 
scholarship is fully funded at present. 

With the summer nearly over and with each of us getting back to whatever our normal is, | hope that you will think 
back to other Septembers when Augusta welcomed you back for another year. If your memories of that special place 
and what it has meant to your life are as warm as mine, | know that we can count on you to support The Bayonet 
and the scholarship program that carries the name of our dear old AMA. 


Newsletter of the AMA Alumni Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 101, Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101 


Editor: Bob Bradford, ‘50 
Circulation Manager: Ed Click, ‘50 


The Bayonet is distributed to alumni 
and friends of the Augusta Military 
Academy. Notice of changes of 
address should be sent to Alumni 
Records, c/o Edwin Click, Rt. 1, Box 
12, Fort Defiance, VA 24437-9703. 
Please provide your 9-digit ZIP code! 


The Bayonet welcomes information and 
articles for or about AMA alumni. Share 
the news of promotions, awards, re- 
tirement, births, marriages, deaths, etc. 
Please print or type your submission. 
Mail or FAX information to: 
Bob Bradford 
1325 Virginia Street 
Danville, CA 94526-1241 

Phone 510/837-8083 

FAX 510/838-0928 

PRODIGY JPWF19A 

INTERNET reb111270@aol.com 


K. Gary Micholoon, ‘70 


President, AMA Alumni Association, Inc. 


Reunion video 
still available 


A 1996 AMA Reunion highlights 
video, shot by KGC Pro, is still 
availiable for purchase. 

Featuring Founder's Day Cere- 
monies, the Saturday night banquet 
(with the complete narration and 
musical salute to AMA's veterans), 
and shots around the campus, this 
is a treasurehouse of memories 
that runs nearly two hours. 

Whether or not you attended the 
reunion, you will love this profes- 
sionally done video. And you will 
end up watching it again and again, 
as the memories of days at Fort 
Defiance come flooding back. 

The price per copy is just $30, 
including shipping and handling. 
Absolute top professional quality is 
absolutely guaranteed! 

Make your check payable to: The 
MOVIE SHOP. 

Mail your completed order to 
Gary Nicholson, 11971 Lexington 
Drive, Dunkirk, MD 20754-9263. 


“Nothing new” on 
Augusta property 


There is “nothing new going on 
at AMA,” according to |.H. Baker, 
one of the two co-owners of the 
school buildings and property. 

Baker said that he and Kennard 
Campbell have “done nothing to 
develop the property behind the 
school. We are keeping the place 
mowed and looking presentable, 
and hoping someone will come a- 
long who wants to buy it.” 

Baker reported that the gym roof 
has been repaired, and that repair 
of the gym floor will follow. A long- 
time roof leak had permitted rain to 
drip down and buckle the basket- 
ball court. 


Leo Poole gives us the 
news that Seaweed’s 
Ship History, P.O. 


Box 154, 
Sistersville, WV 
26175, offers 


photos and histories 
of U.S. Naval vessels. 
PRPRPRE RR RR EF 
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Glass Notes \ Glass Notes \ Glass Notes 


1930 
Jack Woods of Las Vegas has 
sent a $100 contribution to the 
Alumni Association. Thanks, Jack! 


1939 
Mickey Gordon and Libby were 
on holiday in Newport Beach, CA 
last April. There, they hosted 
Rudy Crisman, ‘37, and Dottie, at 
lunch. 


1941 
Claxton Walker has retired as 
founder of Claxton Walker Building 
Inspectors in Galesville, MD to do 
charter cruises on the Chesa- 
peake Bay. “Cap’n Clack” skippers 
a 41’ yacht “Stormy Petrel”, from 
May through October, plus inland 
waterway cruises in the late fall 
and early spring. Claxton was a 
Marine in World War Il, fighting in 
the Marshalls, Saipan, and lwo 
Jima. Address: P. O. Box 277, 
7671 Latchstring Lane, Bozman, 
MD 21612. Phone 410/745-6563. 


1944 

Henry Nalven has 
retired after 38 years 
as sales rep- 
resentative for Kraft. 
His wife, Sonia, is a 
retired New York 
City school admin- 
istrator. They live in 
Flushing, NY, and 
have three children, 
plus five grandchild- 
ren. The picture at 
right was taken at 
AMA in 1938, when 
Henry was only 12- 
years-old. 


Colonel Jack Dashiell was base 
commander at Fort Monroe when 
he retired in 1980. He attended 
OCS after AMA, and was commis- 
sioned a second lieutenant. He left 
the Army in 1946, attended the 


year. Mr. Armstrong will be pro- 
filed in the November issue of 
The Bayonet. | 


College of William and Mary, then 
went back on active duty during 
the Korean War, where he was 
highly decorated. Jack now lives in 
Alexandria, VA. 


1946 
Curtis Burt, Jr. sent us a gene- 
rous contribution for The Bayonet, 
along with his e-mail address: 
EBurtjr@gnn.com 


1946 
Dave Brewer still lives just south 
of Myrtle Beach, SC. He is re- 
tired, and would be happy to hear 
from his classmates. 


Dr. Thomas Mandes lives in 
Vienna, VA where he is in his 38th 
year in the solo practice of medi- 
cine. “! have no thought of re- 
tiring anytime soon,” says Tom. 


1948 

Hal Walters nearly ended his 
golfing career this May when he 
caught his left hand in his table 
saw. He lost one tendon in his 
middle finger, and feels very for- 
tunate that the injuries were not 
more debilitating. He plans to give 
a golfing clinic at the 4d Astra 
reunion in Lexington on Saturday, 
October 5. 


1949 
Bill Dickinson spent some vaca- 
tion time in Maine during July. 


1950 
Colonel Bill Grace has left North- 
ern Virginia, and lives now at 104 
North Wolff Street, Fernandina 
Beach, FL 32034. 


Bob Bradford retired from Safe- 
way, Inc. on 30 June. 


1951 
Archie Crawford missed the May 
AMA reunion because his grand- 
son had his first Communion that 
weekend, and his granddaughter 
had a birthday celebration. Thank 
you for your contribution, Archie. 


1952 

Cole Sandridge got the bad news 
that the home he built for retire- 
ment may be taken by Albemarle 
County, VA for a county project. 
While he expects to be adequately 
compensated, Cole says he’s not 
thrilled at having to move. 


1953 
Alex Wattay and Diane moved 
from Pennsylvania to Hilton Head 
Island in early August. Later, they 
plan to go to Maryland to move 
their sailboat down the Inland Wa- 
terway to their new home. 


1959 
Elliott Ridge's mother, Mrs. Ruth 
Brown Ridge, passed away on 27 
February in Galax, VA. We were 
sorry to hear of your loss, Elliott. 


1960 
Bill McVey just made a $100 
contribution to support publication 
of The Bayonet. Thank you for the 
vote of confidence, Bill! 


1965 
Al Kalvin in an orthopaedic shoe 
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technician in Orange City, FL. He 
has a son, 4, and a daughter, 9. 
His father, Joseph, ‘30, was the 
AMA roommate of Charles Roller, 
Ill, ‘27, when the Big Boy's son 
was a cadet. 


1967 

Charlie Smith lives in South Jer- 
sey, and works out of Philadelphia 
for UPS. He is teaching an adult 
Sunday School class at the Meth- 
odist Church in Morristown, and 
plays lots of tennis. Charlie re- 
cently went back to visit his old 
hometown - Oviedo, FL, where he 
would like to retire one day. 


1969 

Rex Rumley had added his name 
to the Augusta Honor Roll, having 
served in the Vietnam War. Rex 
and Rose live in Columbus, OH. 
After many years in the restaurant 
business, he is now back in school 
fulltime to study computer pro- 
gramming. Rose has been ill, and 
we hope she is better now. Rex 
sends The Bayonet his e-mail 
address: Zeus@night1.com 


1970 

Lieutenant Colonel Steve Trent 
will remain in the Army, and will 
be stationed at Fort Monroe, VA., 
in the office of the Chief of Staff. 
Before leaving the Pentagon, he 
received his fourth Meritorious 
Service Medal. e-mail address: 
trents@ emh10.monroe.army.mil 


B. J. d‘Orsay lives in Lubbock, 
TX, and was “found” by his for- 
mer roommate, Steve Pearson, 
‘72, through the Internet. B.J. is on 
his “third or fourth career... I’ve 
been a computer programmer and 
a systems manager... worked in 
the retail lumber business in 
Wyoming, Colorado, and Texas... 
and now am operations manager 
for a large bookstore.” He is 
married, and a graduate of Texas 
Tech University. e-mail address: 
BjDorsay@aol.com 


1971 
Alvin “Butch” Clark's new ad- 
dress: c/o Sure Torque, 6204 29th 
Street, East, Bradenton, FL 34203. 


This beautiful lady is Elsie (Mrs. 
W.D.) McKinney, who was the 
AMA Librarian, and taught 5th 
grade and dramatics in the late 
‘40’s and ‘50’s. She was 96-years- 
old on 27 June. Her late husband 
coached junior athletic teams, and 
taught algebra and history. 


1972 

Doug Driscoll plans to attend the 
Class of 1972's 25th Reunion next 
May 2-3 in Staunton. After eigh- 
teen years with the same news- 
paper company in Columbia City, 
IN, and twelve years as publisher, 
Doug “retired” in July to start a 
regional entertainment publication. 
He thinks he may be the first, or 
one of the first, grandfathers from 
the Class of ‘72. Any others? 


Steven Traylor attended the May 
reunion, “and thought it was a 
huge success. | can say without 
equivocation that I'll be there next 
year!” He lives in Rockville, MD. 


1975 
Billy Sturgis is President of East- 
erm Shore Beverage Distributors, 
wholesalers of soft drinks, wine, 
and beer. He also is in the record 
business, having just released a 
CD of blues by a New Orleans 
musician. You can e-mail Billy at 


warehouse@esva.net 


1976 
Mike Arrington writes that he is 
divorced, and continuing to work 
as a TV writer and producer at 
NASA's Marshall Space Flight 
Center in Huntsville, AL. e-mail at 
arrinma@hiwaay.net 


1981 

Todd Livick is a captain in the 
U.S. Army, and, according to 
Steve Trent, ‘70, Todd has a se- 
quence number of 585 for promo- 
tion to major. “Folks who are not 
familiar with the drawdown in the 
military have no idea what Todd 
has accomplished,” says Trent. 


1983 

Jaime Gomez owns a music store 
(Top Hits) in Miami, and is back in 
college studying marketing. After 
AMA, Jaime attended college in 
his native Dominican Republic. He 
married in 1986, and has two sons 
- Eduardo, 9, and Ruben, 4. He 
worked as a branch manager of a 
bank until 1993. e-mail address: 
top.hits@server1 .codetel.net.do 


World War Il deaths 
(from page 10) 
before being assigned to a crew. 
After training in Nevada, he left the 
States shortly before Christmas..." 
Killed in Italy 
Charles Board, ‘38, writes that the 
military records on Harry Lee Smith, 
*38, are incorrect. “Harry was my 
classmate at VMI. He was killed in 
action 1 July 1944 in Italy.” Pentagon 
files show that Smith died in 1943 
when his troop ship was sunk by a 
German glider bomb. Harry Camp- 
bell, ‘70, a Department of the Army 
civilian employee, is investigating. 


SPCTLIGHT on "SHORTY" MANCH 


Twice, an American hero 


Doolittle Raider gave his life to save 
civilians on the ground near Las Vegas 


An AMA alumnus, from the Class of 1938, survived Colonel Jimmy 
Doolittle's daring raid on Tokyo early in World War Ii, but lost his life sixteen 
years later as he steered his crippled jet trainer away from populated areas. 


Jacob (Jack) “Shorty” Manch, son 
of Augusta’s Band Director, Major Mar- 
tin Manch, was the only Virginian to fly 
in the first American air raid on Japan's 
capital city during the war. 

Colonel Doolittle led the raid on 18 
April 1942, just four months after the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Six- 
teen B-25 twin engine bombers, normal- 
ly land-based, flew from the deck of the 
carrier USS Hornet, in an audacious 
attack that surprised Japanese and 
Americans alike. Manch was copilot on 
Crew Number 3. 

One way trip 

Having been sighted by a Japanese 
fishing boat, Doolittle decided to launch 
his aircraft while still 800 miles off the 
coast of Japan. This meant there would 
not be enough fuel in the planes for 
them to reach friendly airfields in China 
after dropping their bombs on military 
targets in and near Tokyo. 

All of the planes were lost, as were 
many of the crewmen. Some were cap- 
tured by the Japanese, and tortured. 
Jack bailed out over Chinese territory, 
and evaded Japanese soldiers for 
many days before reaching safety. 

A best selling book and a hit movie 
were produced about the raid: Thirty 
Seconds Over Tokyo. Author Ted Daw- 
son said that “Manch was probably the 
most heavily armed chutist who ever 
jumped. He went out with two .45s, a 

44 calibre rifle which his folks in 
Virginia sent to him, a .22 automatic, a 
Luger, extra ammo, a hunting knife, a 
Bowie knife, and an ax.” 


discrepancy, and ‘stuck’ him...“ 


Jack marches in parade, barefoot! 
ate Bob Mitchell, es oy es a March Fg om 


LG adore ie patiod Nie ori tuuee ates pola at nace 
it through the parade, barefoot, because the cadet officers looked the other 
way... But on the way back to barracks, a faculty member noted this little 


Dawson said that the night before 
the raid, “Jack had every weapon in its 
place on him. He was weighted down, 
but he couldn't bear the thought of 
going out without some candy bars. He 
stuffed Baby Ruths down his shirt, and 
jumped... His chute opened... and 
jerked the Baby Ruths... and some of 
his weapons... right out of his grasp.” 

“Tall drink of water” 

Manch was described by Major Rol- 
ler (The Big Boy) as “a tall drink of 
water.” Standing 6 feet 7 inches, he 
must have folded himself up to fit in the 
tight confines of a B-25. 

Dawson wrote that when Manch 
floated to earth, “Shorty's six foot 
seven frame frightened an entire 
Chinese village out of their huts. He 
convinced them he was friendly by 
holding his nose and making faces at 
a Japanese flag!” 

For extraordinary bravery, President 
Roosevelt authorized the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for Jack, and for every 
man on the raid. Colonel Doolittle won 
the Congressional Medal of Honor. 
Doolittle later became a general officer, 
and died in 1993, at the age of 96. 

Major effect on war 

At the time, and even in recent days, 
the raid on Tokyo (so soon after the 
American Pacific Fleet had been deci- 
mated at Pearl Harbor) was considered 
mainly a psychological victory. It boost- 
ed the sagging morale of Americans, 
and lowered Japanese confidence. In 
fact, the records prove that the Doo- 


our shoes with a liquid called 


Jack "Shorty" Manch, all 6 feet 7 
inches, in a photo taken by Mickey 


Gordon, ‘39, in 1937. 


little raid so unnerved the Japanese 
military leaders (who had promised 
their citizens that no bombs would ever 
fall on Japan), that Admiral Yamamoto 
began planning an invasion of Midway 
to draw the few American carriers into 
battle, where superior Japanese forces 
would destroy them. 

What happened, of course, is that 
the Battle of Midway was the turning 
point for America in the Pacific war. 
The Japanese lost four carriers, a 
cruiser, 300 planes, and 3,500 men. 
U.S. losses numbered 307 men, the 
carrier Yorktown, a destroyer, and 150 
planes. Though the war would last 
three more years, the handwriting was 
on the wall for the Japanese warlords. 

Continued service 
Manch remained in China after his 
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rescue, “flying the hump” with General 
Claire Chennault, supplying Allied troops 
in the China/Burma/India Theater. After 
the war, he remained in the service, had 
stateside duty, served during the Korean 
War (see box at bottom of page), attend- 
ed the Army War College, plus General 
Staff and Command School, and was 
promoted to lieutenant colonel. 
Flame out 

In March of 1958, sixteen years after 
Manch copiloted a B-25 over Japan, he 
was base inspector at Nellis Air Force 
Base near Las Vegas. He and a young 
lieutenant were flying a T-33 jet trainer 
when, with no warning, the engine 
flamed out. Jack ordered his companion 
to bail out. The lieutenant did, and he 
landed without any injuries. 

Now, pick up the story as reported by 
Bob Considine: “Shorty had to make one 
of those decisions that few men in their 
life spans are called 
upon to make. Escape 
was as simple as 
pushing a red button. 
He would have been 
catapulted out of the 
giddily sinking plane, 
and would have been 
back at Nellis in time 
for a cocktail before 
dinner. But he knew 
what he would do all 
along. Ifhe abandoned 
ship, the chances were 
that it would crash into 
the residential section 
of North Las Vegas. 
He stayed with it to 
see that did not 
happen. Shorty Manch 
gambled that he could 
land it safely in the 
desert. Like most of 
the unmindful people 
in the busy casinos, Shorty lost. But in 
Shorty's case, the stakes were higher. 
Shorty bet his life.” He was 39. 


Lieutenant Colonel Jack Manch 


An artist's depiction of a B-25 over Tokyo, 18 April 1942 


Well prepared 

Considine wrote that in preparing for 
the Tokyo raid, Shorty was well prepared 
indeed. In addi- 
tion to the arma- 
ments which he 
carried on the 
historic flight, “he 
ran up to a plane, 
ready for takeoff 
from the pitching 
deck of the Hor- 
net, carrying a 
fruitcake tin. He 
asked the bom- 
bardier to put the 
tin under his 
seat. Inside were 
Shorty’s phono- 
graph records. ‘I'll 
take my record 
player in my 
plane, and we'll 


meet in 
Chungking, and 
have us some 


razz-ma-tazz.’"” 
With all of the planes on the Doolittle 
raid lost, so were Shorty's record player, 
and his record collection. 


Airport room dedicated 

Fifty-four years after the Doolittle raid, 
and thirty-eight years after Shorty gave 
his life to save innocent people on the 
ground, the conference room at the 
Shenandoah Valley Regional Airport was 
dedicated to the memory of Jacob (Jack) 
B. “Shorty” Manch. 

This past May 18, the airport waiting 
room was crowded with AMA alumni and 
friends who were in Staunton for the 
annual. AMA. Alumni..Reunion. Jack's 
widow, Lee, cut the ribbon and officially 
opened the room. Several political 
leaders from the Staunton area joined in 
the festivities. 

V. P. Leavel, ‘39, reminisced about 
his long friendship with Manch. “! have 
been around the world, and have lots 
and lots of friends,” he said. “But there 
has never been anyone near ‘Shorty.’ 
We had a friendship that no one could 
come near matching.” (see box at 
bottom of page) 

Augusta Military Academy taught its 
students well. They learned what is im- 
portant in life. And some, such as Jack 
Manch, put their lives on the line with- 
out question, because Augusta taught 
them that sacrifice is a noble thing. 


Facts about the Doolittle Mission: 
© Fifteen crews were forced to bail out, or 
land at night. All 16 planes were lost. 
© One crew landed in Russia, where they 
were interned for the rest of the war. 
© Because of these losses, Doolittle 
thought he had failed, and feared he would 
be court-martialed. Instead, he was pro- 
moted to Brigadier General, and awarded 
the Medal of Honor. 
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@y Astra Society to meet in Lexington in October 


(continued from page 1) “There are wonderful restaurants in on Friday, October 4. The hospitality 
just a few miles from the hotel. On and near Lexington,” said May. “We suite will be open from late Friday 
Saturday morning, Hal Walters, ‘48, will be pleased to help registrants afternoon until noon on Sunday. 


who is a golf instructor in Florida, will | with suggestions and reservations, Room reservations should be made 
give a golf clinic for those who are = where needed.” directly with the Inn at Hunt Ridge, toll 
interested. Early bird check-in will take place _ free, 1/800/464-1501 


Final opportunity to sign up for the 
1996 Gd Astra per Aspera Reunion! 


Friday-Saturday October 4-5 
The Inn at Hunt Ridge 


Lexington, Virginia 


Hospitality suite will be open Friday late afternoon until Sunday Noon General Lee 
A fantastic plated dinner on Saturday night at historic Moody Hall on the VMI campus! —is expecting 


VISIT AMA CAMPUS! NATURAL BRIDGE! PLAY GOLF! GO ANTIQUING! sou 


Make hotel reservations directly with the hotel T Ad Astra REUNION UNTIL THE YEAR 2000 ! 


Phone, toll free, 1/800/464-1501 


(ell them you are with av Astra te get the special rates 
$7295 single - $7695 occupancy) YOUR REGISTRATION PACKAGE 
WILL INCLUDE: 
ACT NOW!_THIS IS THE LAST CALL! © Saturday night reception 
Complete form below, and mail to: © Saturday banquet at Moody Hall 


Ed Click, P. O. Box 101, Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101 [jj & Wine service and favor at banquet 

- SAGE SAA ICRI IA- © Hospitality room Friday-Sunday noon 
© Optional golf seminar Saturday AM 
© Registration 
© Shopping/sightseeing assistance 


Sign me up for the 1996 @ Astra Reunion 
October 4-5 in Lexington, Virginia! 


Single reservation - $40 1] Couple - $75 0 
I will arrive Friday (J or Saturday 0 


I would like to: play golf 0 
visit AMA (] 
visit Natural Bridge 1) 


A CHALLENGE! Earl Cabaniss, ‘43, was a five 


year man at Augusta - 1939 to 1943, “It would be 
nice to see all the fellows who were at AMA when I 


? Your Name H was,” says Earl. “We could remember some good 
i i times!” So, Earl challenges all the Ad 
: Address i Astras from 1939 through 1943 to 
H ; attend the reunion! Contact Earl at 
City/State/ZIP H 329 Northwood, Pulaski, VA 


H 24301. Or you can call Earl at 
Name(s) you would like on your nametag(s): H 540/980-4842. 
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Would you like the names and addresses of everyone in your class? 


Make a contribution of at least $25 to the AMA Legacy Scholarship Fund, and well send you all 
the names and addresses from your class that are in the Alumni Association files. Send $50 or 
more, and well send you the list of your class, the class before yours, and the class after yours! 


Make your tax deductible check payable to the AMA Alumni Association, Inc. Then, mail it to: 


P. 0. Box 101, Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101. We need your help, and we'll be glad to send your 
classmate's addresses (and in many cases, their phone numbers also) 


Support the AMA Legacy Scholarship Fund 


THE NEED IS NOW! 


London travel tip from 
John Herring, ‘47 


If you want to save money and stay 
in the heart of London's West End, try 
the Victory Service Club (VSC). So 
says John Herring, ‘47, who has just 
returned from his third stay there. 

John says that the Club is now 
open to all veterans of any period of 
service. “Most decent hotels in 
London cost a minimum of £60 for a 
single,” John reports. “The VSC is 
£12 for a single, and £20 for a 
double.” 

The Club says it is available to all 
ranks of the Armed Services, active 
and retired. It is just a two minute 
walk from Marble Arch and Oxford 
Street. John suggests that alumni 
write, FAX, or phone for a brochure. 

Address: Membership Secretary 

Victory Services Club 
63/79 Seymour Street 
London W2 2HF, U.K. 
Phone: 0171-723-4474 
FAX: 0171-724-1134 
(Note: The AMA Alumni Association, 
Inc. makes no representation about 
the Victory Services Club. We pass 
this along as a recommendation from 
one alumnus to another.) 


Do you have a 


FAX? 


If so, take a few minutes - NOW - to 
send The Bayonet some NEWS about 
yourself. Retirement? New job? 
Addition to your family? Any travel? 
Let us hear from you! 


Hemingway wrote 
of AMA man’s valor 


More than half a century ago, 
Robert Anderson, Jr., ‘38, was di- 
recting his landing craft onto Omaha 
Beach as Ernest Hemingway stood 
beside him watching the D-Day battle 
unfold with deadly effect. 

Larry Maddry, a writer for the Nor- 
folk Virginian-Pilot, wrote that, “in that 
decisive hour - when the pip, pip, pip 
of German machine gun fire from 
shore riddled bodies already dead in 
the surf and nibbled at the nerves of 
the living - Robert Anderson, Jr. 
passed the test.” 

Norfolk native 

Anderson was a Navy lieutenant on 
June 6, 1944, and commanded a 36- 
foot LCV (P) full of troops. The 
Norfolk native was lauded by Heming- 
way in a Collier's magazine article in 
June of 1944. Anderson is the 
unadulterated hero of the article. 

He was described as a “handsome, 
hollow-cheeked boy with a lot of style 
and a sort of easy petulance. 
Example: ‘What is your course, 
coxswain?” Anderson shouted. “Two- 
twenty, sir,” came back the answer. 
“Then steer two-twenty, damn it. 
Don't steer all over the ocean,” An- 
derson commanded. 

Hemingway described Anderson's 
courage in steering the craft through 
a minefield to rescue wounded men 
on shore. While other ships were 
backing off because of heavy Ger- 
man fire, Anderson pressed his vessel 
forward, leading Hemingway to 
recommend the Norfolkian for the 
Navy Cross. 


Return to Normandy 

In 1994, on the 50th Anniversary of 
D-Day, Bob Anderson returned for the 
first time to the beaches at Normandy. 
A retired attorney, Anderson is justly 
proud of the article written about him 
by the winner of both the Nobel and 
Pulitzer Prizes. 

In fact, the AMA graduate was the 
typical Hemingway hero, who faces 
violence and destruction with un- 
paralleled courage. This trait of “grace 
under pressure” is part of what 
became known in literature as “the 
Hemingway code.” 

Anderson still remembers D-Day. 
He had 28 soldiers on board from 
early morning who were not landed 
until 1 PM. “The destroyers saved us 
by firing point-blank at the Germans. 
Tanks were on fire in the water.” 

In retrospect, the perfect place for 
a Hemingway hero - Augusta alumnus 
Robert Homer Anderson, Jr. 


Why Fort Defiance? 


Have you ever wondered where 
Fort Defiance got its name? 

According to The Heritage of 
Virginia (Schiffer Publishing), a fort 
was constructed in the area in pre- 
Revolutionary times. When the 
original fort was “taken and destroyed 
in 1755, during the French and Indian 
War, the Americans rebuilt a stronger 
fortification, and defied them to try 
again. The Indians wisely did not 
attack again. When the railroad came 
through in 1874, a stop was included 
at the village that retained the fort's 
name... later, when a post office was 
opened, Fort Defiance was on the 
map to stay.” 
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50 years ago, 1946 
Big Boy and the “Grey Ghost” 


30 years ago, 1966 
The late Rob Nicol 
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Top: 70 years ago, 1926 - Graduation Day 
Center: 30 years ago, 1966 - Can you identify the drummers? 
Bottom: 40 years ago, 1956 - Cadets in the snow 


10 September 1996 


More data on Korean, Vietnam war deaths 


Harry Campbell, ‘70, has locat- 
ed more information about the 
deaths of three AMA cadets in the 
Korean and Vietnam Wars. 

Campbell, in charge of the Depart- 
ment of the Army section which 
handles what used to be known as 
“graves registration,” has found the 
records of Rahily Rhodes, Jr., ‘47, 
Gloyd Rosen, ‘51, and Neil Macliver, 
‘61, each one killed in action. 

Body not recovered 

PFC Rosen, USMC, was killed 7 
October 1952 in North Korea. His 
body has not been recovered. Camp- 
bell reported that the current negotia- 
tions with North Korea may enable 
American officials to examine the area 
where they believe Rosen is buried. 

First Lieutenant Rhodes was a 
member of B Company, 187th Regi- 
mental Combat Team, U. S. Army. He 
died 21 July 1953 at Kumhwa, and his 
family did not hear of his death until 
the day after the armistice with Korea 
was signed a few days later. Rhodes 
is interred at Forest Lawn, Richmond. 

One of first to die 

While Rhodes was one of the last 

Americans to die in Korea, Maciver 


was one of the first to be killed in 
Vietnam. He was the 38th American 
to die in a war that eventually would 


Gloyd E. Rosen, Jr., ‘51 


claim 58,000 American lives. Military 
authorities believe that Maciver was 
shot accidentally by his own patrol. 

Maclver was killed 29 May 1963, 
and his parents received the dreaded 
news in the early morning hours of 
Memorial Day. 


Letters about 
Rob Nicol, ‘67 


Rob Nicol, ‘67, passed away 
suddenly in March of a heart attack. 
A US Air pilot, he was a longtime 
Augusta enthusiast, and was a mem- 
ber of the AMA Alumni Association 
Board at the time of his death. 

His wife, Marilyn, writes: “AMA was 
such a significant part of Rob’s life, 
as was evident in his continued in- 
volvement all these years. | have 
taken a few flowers from his memorial 
service, and pressed them in his 
senior year ‘Recall’. Please raise a 
glass in his memory!” 

Gift to Rob’s PTA 

The Alumni Association made a 
contribution to the Pemberton Ele- 
mentary School (Richmond) PTA, in 
Rob's memory. 

PTA President Yoli Broglio writes: 
“We have all lost a dear friend, and 
we miss him more than words can 
say. | know that Rob would be 
honored by your gift, as Marilyn and 
Casey (his daughter) are... We will 
use your gift for our children... in a 
way of Marilyn’s Choosing.” 


Details of World War Il deaths given 


An Army nurse gave one AMA 
family the sad facts about a soldier's 
needless death. A faded newspaper 
article gives scanty details of another 
fallen Augusta hero in World War Il. 
And an old classmate corrects the 
record on his buddy's death. 

Sergeant William L. Stone, ‘37, 
from Bland, VA, was wounded in 
action in Germany on 7 October 1944, 
and died 1 November of that year. 
The family knew few particulars about 
his injury and death until many years 
later, when his widow was sought out 
by a nurse from the medical unit that 
had treated her husband. 

Stone's son, Larry, writes: “The 
nurse told us that Dad never should 
have died... even though he had a 
through-and-through chest wound. 
She described the hospital tent as 
having a mud floor, so deep and 
sticky, that it pulled our boots off.” 

Lack of attention 
Stone says that the nurse told his 


mother that ‘it stayed wet, cold, and 
muddy... Dad was placed on a cot at 
the end of the tent (furthermost from 
the nursing station...) and, because of 
the conditions, and the ratio of avail- 
able nurses to needy patients, the 
ones at the ends of the rows didn't 
get proper attention. She told us that 
(Dad) had died of pneumonia, as did 
a lot of them.” 

Larry Stone's uncle is M. H. 
Bowen, ‘26, who lives in Bland 

Killed on Luzon 

A faded Staunton News-Leader 
story reports the death of Sergeant 
Charles M. Crummett, ‘41, on 3 
March 1945 at Lingayen, Luzon, Phil- 
ippines. Crummett, from Stuarts Draft, 
had entered the service in April of 
1944, and had taken flight training at 
Kessler Field in Mississippi. 

He received his gunners wings at 
Harlinger Army Air Field in California. 
“He spent a few days with his parents 

(continued on page 4) 


Fenton Somerville, ‘37 
Hilton Roller Grasty, Colonel Tom 
Rollers daughter, has given The 
Bayonet additional data on Fenton 
Somerville, ‘37, who died in March. 

“Fenton was my brother-in-law... He 
lived alone on the family farm near 
Culpeper. For a few years, he farmed. 
Otherwise, just took it easy. 

"He and my brother were room- 
mates at AMA. After attending the 
University of Virginia (where he was 
on their championship boxing team), 
he joined the Navy. Fenton was a 
character... charming and fun, and he 
had many loyal friends.” 

Somerville had a career as a horse 
breeder, and kept beef herds. He was 
Valedictorian at AMA, President of the 
Cotillion Club, swim team captain, and 
Captain of C Company. He was elect- 
ed to @b Astra in his junior year. 


Got e-mail? 
Send news to The Bayonet 
reb111270@aol.com 


TAPS Tr 


James W. Fontaine, ‘44 
11 June 1996, at home, Verona, age 70. 
Son of Captain J.W. Fontaine, AMA's 
Post Steward for many years. Served in 
the U.S. Marine Corps, World War II. 
Survived by sister, Mary Lyle Meeks of 
Staunton. 


James Weldon Grove, ‘47 
28 May 1996, of cancer, Charlottesville, 
age 67. University of Virginia; First 
Lieutenant, U.S. Army Security Agency. 
Stockbroker and investment manager for 
40 years; senior vice president, Anderson 
& Strudwick Inc. Founding member, Blue 
Ridge Family Alliance; 15 years on board 
of Region Ten Community Services, pro- 
viding assistance for drug abusers, men- 
tally ill, and retarded. Organizer of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon Corporation Board. 
Member, Albemarle Historical Society; 
Rotary Club; Blue Ridge and Farmington 
Country Club; Stock and Bond Club; 
Salvation Army; United Way; Second 
Street Gallery. Runner, golfer, swimmer, 
he was chosen to carry the 1996 Olympic 
Torch in Charlottesville. Climbed Mount 
Ranier in 1984. Survived by his wife of 41 
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years, Margaret Price McLaughlin Grove; 
a daughter, Mary Grove of Charlottesville, 
and a son, John McLaughlin Grove of 
Boston. 


G. Robert Mariner, ‘56 
21 June 1996, Cuyahoga Falls, OH, after 
along illness. Survived by his wife, Helen. 


Mrs. Aurelia P. Miller 
22 May 1996, Staunton, age 101. Nurse at 
AMA, previously retired. 


shadow 


Inscription from Big Boy’s tombstone 

AMA alumni, faculty, and friends 

‘the AMA Chaplain, Bill Gray, ‘37. 

Address: 8111 - 8th Road, South, #107, 

Arlington, VA 22204-2817 
Phone 703/820-4784 
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Faculty Facts 


Linda Roller Livick retired from her 
position at Stuart Hall on the last day 
of June. Husband Colonel Mal Livick 
reports that “Stuart Hall will miss her 
very much... She did so much more 
than her part-time position required. 
‘Thank yous’ from faculty, and past 
and present students, have attested 
to the outstanding job she has done.” 


Lieutenant J. Gordon Coleman, 
who taught English and was the lower 
school housefather in 1974-75, was 
named Alabama Librarian of the Year 
earlier this year. Coleman joined the 
Schoo! of Library and Information 
Studies faculty at the University of 
Alabama in 1984. 


YOU ARE INVITED TO 
MAKE A GIFT TO THE AMA 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
IN MEMORY OF, 

OR IN HONOR OF, 

A FRIEND 


Summer’s over, Mister! 


All summer you didn’t write The Bayonet 
to tell your fellow cadets what you’ve been up to. 
Well, summer’s over, Mister! 
Take pen (or computer) in hand and 
SEND US SOME NEWS 
for the November issue! 


e-mail address 


Got e-mail? Send to: reb111270@aol.com 


Your name and Class 
Address 
City & State 
9-digit ZIP 
Phone ( ) 


MAIL TO: Bob Bradford 
1325 Virginia Street 


Or FAX to 
510/838-0928 


Danville, CA 


94526-1241 


Use additional paper if needed. 
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EX CHANGE 


Looking for a 1932 Recall? Or your old 
roommate? Look here! If you can help, 
contact Ed Click, P.O. Box 101, Fort 
Defiance, VA 24437-0101. 540/248-0507. 


SEEKING: John Porcher, ‘70. Steve 
Pearson, ‘72, would like to locate John. 


WANTED: 1958 Recall; AMA pennant; 
Roller Rifles shoulder patch and shoulder 
cord/fourragere. Lynch Ward, ‘58. 


SEEKING: Lee M. Hall, ‘70. Lee's family 
lived in Tangiers, Morocco, and he worked 
for Coca Cola. Jorge Rovirosa, ‘70, has 
been looking for Lee for some time. 


SEEKING: Arthur “Ott” Cohen, ‘50. Ott 1996 FOUNDER’S DAY CERI NIES - An AMA alumni color guard 
was First Captain and went from AMA to honors the Roller family at Founder’s Day ceremonies on May 18. Linda 
Lafayette College. Rumors abound that he Roller Livick spoke at the commemoration in the Old Stone Church 
is a dentist, but the American Dental Cemetery. Pictured, left to right, are John Hash, ‘75; David Langley, ‘76; 


Association has no record of him. He 


lived in Newark, NJ when he was at AMA. and Lance Logan, ‘76. The observance took place during the 1996 


annual AMA Alumni Association reunion. 
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